HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

him on his material conquests, long survived his transitory
empire in Asia and even, in India, made its presence felt in
many and different directions.

The invasion of India by Alexander is placed at 327-6
B. C After having achieved the conquest of Persia, the
Macedonian hero decided to undertake the conquest of India,
so that he might attain to the sovereignty of Asia. To look
from the standpoint of a world-conquest, the effects of the
invasion of Alexander bore perfectly nothing, inasmuch as
a few years after his departure, there was not left a single
Greek garrison in India. But that expedition which brought
India for the first time in contact with Europe, had produced
consequences of the utmost importance. In the following
pages, we have not attempted to lift the veil which enshrouded
the relation between India and the Western'world in the ages
before Alexander, but have considered the kind of post-
Alexandrian influence on the civilisation of ancient India.

We know that Northern India at the time of the
expansion of Greater Greece, that is to say, when Alexander
entered the vestibule of the gates of India, had attained to
a high degree of civilisation, which must have been the
product of evolution continued through many centuries.
Unfortunately no monuments have yet been discovered which
can be referred to the period anterior to Chandragupta with
absolute certainty and the archaeologists are unable to
bring forward tangible evidence afforded by excavations, to
support the statement of the Greek observers. The earliest
known example of Indian art and architecture, with one or two
exceptions, still date from the reign of Asoka the Great. But
if the explorations of the sites of Nalanda, Vaisali, Taxila and
other cities of high antiquity are undertaken seriously and
on an adequate scale, it is possible that the remains of the
early Maurya period, as well as those of previous ages, may
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